
NEXT ERA REPORT FOR APCM 

The long-awaited refurbishment finally started in January 2024, when the church was 

handed over to the contractors, Obedair, with a projected completion date in June. Tim 

Smith, Colin Macleod, Sid Prout and Ian Turner – the Next Era Oversight Team - worked 

tirelessly with the contractors throughout, agreeing contract variations, arranging additional 

work and monitoring the finances (VAT reclaim, etc.)  

The church had been vacated in November 2023, with services taking place in the Upper 

Hall, and movable items stored in the Lower Hall. In preparation for the main work, pews 

were removed, walls plastered and painted, heating pipes and boiler removed, electrical 

wiring stripped out, carpets taken up. The font and War Memorial were repositioned. 

Arrangements were made to build an external ramp at the south door to provide an 

additional means of accessible entry/escape. 

The contractors then moved in to: provide a level, engineered board floor; install internal 

ramps to make all areas of the church accessible; build internal partitions at the west end of 

the church to create spaces for a Quiet Room, 2 toilets and a servery in the south aisle, with 

a store room and Family Room in the north aisle; equip the servery for reheating food and 

serving refreshments from a counter; replace the central heating system with 2 efficient gas 

boilers, new piping and radiators; rewire electrical circuits throughout the church from the 

new switchboard in the bell tower; install new LED lighting, along with emergency lighting 

and an automatic fire detection system; dig a foul drain to connect the church with the 

existing system to the east of the site. Additional work (contract variations) included: 

manhole repairs to the main sewer junction with the halls; new water supply and meter for 

the church; high level beam detection system for the fire alarm; destratification fans in the 

nave and chancel; external tap added on south side of church. 

Separately, the NE Oversight Team arranged the installation of the servery and AV counters, 

kitchen units, white goods, AV system, carpets and chairs. 

Obedair handed the church back in July, with a 6-month snagging period, during which time 

issues with the heating system and other smaller problems could be addressed. 

Many thanks to all those who volunteered their expertise in countless ways during this time, 

not to mention all the generous donations of time, money and commitment to prayer which 

enabled the work to take place. 

Welcome to the New Era! 

Sue Turner 

Site Coordinator 


