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Mission Partners Update 

Summer 2022 

For many years St Jude’s has raised disciples who have heard a call from God to 

move to foreign lands to help spread His Kingdom. As a church, we also support the 

work of local ministries and other mission organisations. Within this update, you will 

find prayer requests and information from each of these mission organisations. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Street Pastors 

www.streetpastors.org  

Over the first 6 months of this year, we have prayed or reassured over 90 people, given out over 

2000 bottles of water, 180 pairs of flip flops, 53 space blankets and 245 bottles of water. A more 

worrying trend is perhaps the increased number of 999 calls we have had to make when a 3 – 4 hour 

wait is not uncommon. Quite a few of our previous Street and Prayer Pastors have not returned for a 

variety of reasons which then places an additional loading on those who do come out. 

We recently found that one of the street sleepers we have come to know through our Tuesday night 

Pop Up church patrols was discovered dead one Sunday morning. Those who knew him could only 

give thanks for his release and the “coincidence” that 5 of the Street Pastors on duty that 

night/morning (who had ministered to him on Pop Up Tuesdays) were able to spend time with him on 

what turned out to be his last few hours. 

We hope to start a training course in September: you would be very welcome to come out for a patrol 

as an observer either to experience what goes on or as a precursor to being trained. You would be 

very welcome in either case. 

  

Sharing of Ministries Abroad 

www.somauk.org  

The new SOMA Director Richard Moy has been away on the most recent mission to South Rwenzori 
and Mityana, Uganda. He reports that it was a very fruitful mission with further details in the latest 
SHARING magazine. It included a conference for clergy and their spouses within South Rwenzori 
and a mission to those seeking refuge within Rwenzori from DRC.    
 
“SOMA UK are so grateful for your partnership at St Jude’s in the work we get to do connecting the 
global church in the power of the Spirit. Our latest mission had team members in their teens, 20s 30s, 
40s 60s and 70s drawn from three nationalities. It was delightful to see God at work through such a 
mixed group. Apart from seeing refugees from DRC Congo one of the most moving things was 
realising the church in Uganda was more than ready to form its own SOMA that we could work with 
and support as part of SOMA International.  We look forward to receiving more ministry from abroad 
as well as sharing it.” 
 
To get a better feel for SOMA missions and their workers, take a look at the video extract: 
https://fb.watch/dJXRbJChPc/?fs=e&s=cl 
 
Please continue to pray for the Intercessor Coordinators role to be filled soon as this is a crucial part 
of SOMA ministry. 
 

Shekinah Mission 

www.shekinahmission.co.uk 

The support we receive from Churches is vital as it helps us to support people on their journey out of 

homelessness. Through fundraising, campaigning, awareness-raising and prayer, you are helping to 

improve the lives of people who are navigating through their own set of challenges. 

We are hugely grateful for your support, any way you can get involved will make a big difference - 

KEEP US IN YOUR PRAYERS 

At the time of writing, the Shekinah building in Bath Street is due to close by the end of the year with 

a move to Stonehouse Creek. Building Plymouth have now launched their DIY SOS to help support 

Shekinah with setting up our new home at Stonehouse Creek. With Building Plymouth Project 

https://fb.watch/dJXRbJChPc/?fs=e&s=cl
http://www.somauk.org/


Sponsor Obedair appointed as Principal Contractor, they’re now seeking construction skills time in-

kind, materials and donations to minimise the costs to us as we mark our 30th anniversary this year. 

If you want to be a part of this project and help us build a lasting legacy please contact John Hamblin 

at john.hamblin@shekinah.co.uk. 

 

Transform Europe Now (TEN)    

https://www.ten-uk.org/ 

James Vaughton, CEO of TEN has been visiting partner churches and charities providing practical 

support for women and children fleeing the war-torn country of Ukraine, many arriving in Moldova 

with just the clothes they wear. He has appealed to UK Churches not to give up praying for, and 

supporting, Ukrainian refugee. 

James said: “I’m very conscious that here in the UK, we’re seeing diesel rising to £2 a litre and 

inflation already over 9-per-cent. But I’ve just returned from Moldova where their citizens have been 

open-hearted, compassionate, self-less and sacrificial to refugees, at a time when their own inflation 

rate is 30-per-cent! 

“Moldovans are really struggling to make ends meet. The last thing Ukrainian refugees, and the 

churches and charities supporting them needs right now, is for the UK church to start to reduce their 

prayer and financial interest. I urge all church leaders to ensure that opportunities to offer Christian 

compassion and prayer for Ukrainians is kept at the top of our church’s prayer agenda on a weekly 

basis.” 

Amongst others, Mr Vaughton visited TEN’s long-established partner ‘Beginning of Life’ (BoL) in the 

nation’s capital, Chisinau. There, Ukrainian refugees are integrated into the charity’s programmes, 

and offered a wide range of support, including:- 

Trauma counselling 

Sanitary packs for families 

Food parcels 

Help with completing asylum paperwork, or onward transmission to another country 

Family support programmes for young people 

Training in new skills to produce toys and goods to be sold 

A welcome to church services 

BoL has a developed skills-training programme, enabling locals to learn how to make high-quality 

toys and gifts to be sold locally, across Moldova and internationally. Mr Vaughton said the charity was 

integrating refugees into its programme. 

“At a time when it would be very easy for BoL to focus solely on Moldovan citizens own needs and 

workforce skills, it has deliberately included refugees into their ‘Art Story’ programme,” he explained. 

“Over time, these women and girls develop skills which they can later use to make money, and start 

to provide for themselves. The quality of goods produced is high-end, and sold both in Moldova and 

overseas.” 

 

 

 

 

 



OMF ministry to Japanese people. 

www.omf.org/japan 

Tim and Miho Walker in Manchester are thankful for the enthusiasm of those who come to the weekly 

Mothers and Toddlers' Group and growing friendships with the mothers , including those who came 

along to a Christian parenting course.  There are also growing opportunities for getting to know some 

of the many students now studying in Manchester.  

 The Nanae Church are thankful they can now hold 

activities for children and young people again after 

the covid risks in the area stopped them for a while.  

The Hope Church in Yamada are very thankful that 

at last they have been able to rent a building of 

their own where they can hold Sunday services and 

also various weekday activities to which local 

people come along. 

 

 

 

Devon and Cornwall Refugee Support    

www.dcrs-plymouth.org.org 

The numbers of people coming to drop in both for advice and activities is increasing since life is 

opening up after the lockdown. There is a need for more volunteers particularly to help with activities 

which are an important way of relieving the stress of uncertainty for many. 

The implications of the new immigration laws which came into effect on 28th June are enormous. The 

process of applying for asylum becomes much more complex making it harder for our service users 

and for the staff dealing with the new systems. 

A new project in the planning stage will provide accommodation for a small number of homeless 

people whose claims have been refused while they seek to put in fresh claims. 

 

Mission Aviation Fellowship: 

 The Rileys www.maf-uk.org 

 

Hi All, 

I hope you are enjoying the summer so far. The news from the Rileys is that we’re feeling very settled 

in Exmouth now. We’ve recently moved into our house which was being built on a new development 

on the edge of town so we’re no longer renting. Jo is settling well into her new role as a community 

based nurse administering serious medication such as chemotherapy drugs to patients in their own 

homes. As ever, there’s a lot for her to learn but she is rising to the challenge well. Abi has just 

completed the second year of her nursing degree in Bristol so conversations are starting to happen 

about life after uni and Han has just completed her first year studying English, also in Bristol, and is 

just about to move out of student accommodation and into a house with some of her student friends. 

For MAF there is lots happening in terms of restructure within the organisation as we look to build a 

strategy for growth in the coming years. There is still significant need in many remote parts of the 

world and our focus will be on: expanding our horizons, investing in people and maximising impact. 

This requires a constant supply of people willing to join the mission so Mike remains busy with that as 

HR Manager for the Africa Region. We recently secured permission to start operating in Guinea in 



West Africa which is great news and we’re looking to keep expanding operations in the West Africa 

area. We should be making a visit to St. Jude’s later this year to give a more detailed update about 

the work of MAF. In the meantime thanks again for being part of our team and for all the love and 

support you provide to help keep the mission happening. 

 

Church Mission Society: The Bennetts 

www.churchmissionsociety.org 

CMS has a new strap line :With Jesus. With each other. To the edges. 

The vision is to take Jesus to those least reached people living on the edges of society. Read more 

on the web site. 

Pray especially for the escalating unrest in DRC where many thousands are displaced and are 

suffering. Large numbers have crossed into south west Uganda and already very poor area. 

Remember Dr Nicci Maxwell working there. 

Local partners in Rwanda : Dismas Ngendabanga is currently studying for a Masters in Counselling 

and Psychology pray for his understanding and vision to use it in theological training. Josias Nkusi, 

planning training for women and young people in Byumba diocese enabling them to take Jesus to the 

edges of their society. 

 

 

CPAS Church Pastoral Aid Society. cpas.org.uk 

Local church mission is the heartbeat of CPAS. As an Anglican evangelical mission agency, we 

believe that the message of the gospel is relevant to all people, and that effective local church 

ministry is the key to seeing men, women, young people and children come to faith in Christ. 

Pray for the new CEO Rev Jon Scammam as he takes up his post and gets to know the staff. 

There is a full programme of camps, ventures and other activities for children and young people 

during the summer. Pray for the all the volunteer leaders  and the young people who attend, that they 

will both have a great holiday and explore life with Jesus. 

 

If you would like further information, please speak to a member of the Mission Partners Group 

– Helen Foster,  (newbee) Debbie Grosch-Squance, Liz Hardinge,  Liz Hoskin, Judith Spear, 

Pat Tremlett and Pete Hadden. 
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